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upon whom the world's eyes were fixed. The adventures he  CHAP.
sought were more than doubled by those thrust upon him.
Public opinion had designated him for other places in a
Coalition Cabinet. A persistent legend asserts that Chamberlain
in his heart aspired to the Treasury and was slighted by a tacit
refusal. Some eminent Liberal critics have suggested that
"Chamberlain ought to have insisted upon being Chancellor of
the Exchequer in 1895"; and that he of all men was poor-
spirited in acquiescence. That office, as just shown, was per-
fectly at his disposal. He did not take it because he did not want
it, and never showed better judgment. He was not the man to
lay Budgets before a Conservative majority.
For over a decade his ambition to be Colonial Secretary never
had swexvcd. We know how deeply he had taken into his mind
Seeley's Expansion of England and Dilke's Greater Britain.1
More recently he had assimilated the same author's Problems of
Greater Britain, a comprehensive survey twenty years after.
We have seen that as early as 1884 a South African statesman
imagined the Radical leader of that day as an ideal Colonial
Secretary.2 In 1880 Chamberlain opened his wish to Gladstone,
whose Delphic remark was "Qh! A Secretary of State". In 1887
one of the first things the Radical Unionist said to his future
wife was that though he did not expect ever to hold office again,
if the chance came he would like above all the Colonial Office,
where he asaw work to be done".3 Since then his interest in all
Imperial questions had ceaselessly increased.
Now at last, despite improbability during the ten years
gone by, he had his will and his chance, and was Minister for
nearly all the territories, except India, of the British Empire
overseas. No statesman entering upon that office had been so
well prepared for it.
The Colonial Office had never been regarded as a position of
first rank. Until 1854, when young Chamberlain first went to
Birmingham, its business had been mixed up in a subordin-
ate manner with the War Office. Then under pressure of the
Crimean struggle, the separate department was hurriedly
created, but not until under the old system far-reaching mischief
had been wrought; and especially amongst the Boers in South
1 Vol I. of this work, p. 404.       a Ibid. pp. 620-530.        * Vol. II. p. 338.